Bluestockings Reading Agenda for 2014
January 16
Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver






(464 pages)
In fictional Feathertown, Tennessee, Dellarobia Turnbow stumbles onto a ‘valley of fire’ filled with millions of monarch butterflies.  This vision, which is deemed miraculous, takes an ominous turn when an international scientist claims it signals systemic disorder – which is further complicated by Dellarobia’s in-laws and their logging business. 
February 20
House in the Sky: A Memoir, Amanda Lindhout, Sara Corbett


(384 pages)
Amanda Lindhout’s story starts out as a breathless travelogue, inspired by National Geographic which she voraciously read as a child.  As an adult, she travels the world as a freelance journalist.  Ultimately, she goes to Somalia, knowing it is not safe, and ends up being captured there and imprisoned for over a year.  This is an exquisitely-written story of courage, resilience, and grace.
March 20
Behind the Scenes at the Museum, Kate Atkinson




(332 pages)
This is Atkinson’s first novel, which won a prestigious Whitbread Award.  It is narrated by Ruby Lennox, ‘who relates the events of her life and those of her dysfunctional family with equal parts humor, fervor, and candor, beginning with her conception in York, England, in1959.’  If you aren’t acquainted with Kate Atkinson’s work, this is a great place to begin.  
April 17
Coming Clean: A Memoir, Kimberly Rae Miller




(272 pages)

Kim Miller is an immaculately put-together woman, with a great career, a loving boyfriend, and a tidy apartment on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. You would never guess that Kim grew up behind the closed doors of her family’s idyllic Long Island house, navigating between teetering stacks of aging newspapers, broken computers, and boxes upon boxes of unused junk festering in every room – the product of her father’s painful and unending struggle with hoarding.
May 15
How It All Began: A Novel, Penelope Lively





(240 pages)
When Charlotte Rainsford, a retired schoolteacher, is accosted by a petty thief on a London street, the consequences ripple across the lives of acquaintances and strangers alike.  Through a richly conceived and colorful cast of characters, Lively explores the powerful role of chance in people’s lives and deftly illustrates how our paths can be altered irrevocably by someone we will never even meet.  
June 19
Orange Is the New Black: My Year in a Women’s Prison, Piper Kerman

(327 pages)
With a career, a loving boyfriend, and a loving family, Piper Kerman barely resembles the reckless young woman who delivered a suitcase of drug money ten years before.  But that past has caught up with her.  Convicted and sentenced to 15 months at the infamous correctional facility at Danbury, Connecticut, the well-heeled Smith College alumnae is now inmate #11187-424 – one of the millions of people who disappear “down the rabbit hole” of  the American penal system.  
July 17
Where’d You Go, Bernadette, Maria Semple 





(330 pages)
Bernadette Fox is notorious.  To her Microsoft-guru husband, she’s a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow-private-school mothers in Seattle, she’s a disgrace; to design mavens, she’s a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-old Bee, she is a best friend and, simply, Mom.  Then Bernadette disappears….

August 21
Me and Mom and Me, Maya Angelou





(224 pages)

The story of Maya Angelou’s extraordinary life has been captured in her multiple best-selling autobiographies.  But now, at last, the legendary author shares the deepest personal story of her life: her relationship with her mother.  Delving into one of her life’s most rich, rewarding, and fraught relationships, this book explores the healing and love that evolved between the two women over the course of their lives.

September 18
The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison






(224 pages)
Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty.  Mocked by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set her apart, she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes that she believes will finally allow her to fit in.  A powerful examination of our obsession with beauty and conformity, Morrison’s novel asks powerful questions about race, class, and gender with the sublety and grace that have always characterized her writing.  

October 16
The Good Daughter: A Memoir of My Mother’s Hidden Life, Jasmine Darznik
(336 pages) 
We were a world of two, my mother and I, until I started turning into an American girl.  That’s when she began telling me about The Good Daughter.  It became a taunt, a warning, an omen.  Jasmine came from Iran when she was only 3 years old, and she knew very little about her family.  And then she finds a photo of her mother in a wedding dress and veil – standing next to a man Jasmine had never seen before….
November 20
The Middlesteins: A Novel, Jami Attenberg





(304 pages)
For more than 30 years, Edie and Richard Middlestein shared a solid family life together in a suburb of Chicago.  But now things are splintering apart, for one reason it seems: Edie’s enormous girth.  Richard abandons her, and the grown children must now cope with Edie’s choices.  Attenberg portrays an epic story of marriage, family, and obsession – and does so with compassion and sly humor.
